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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
2022 to Present University of Southern California, Rossier School of Education 

Clinical Education Professor 
 
2013 to 2021 Medgar Evers College, City University of New York 

President 
Re-organization of Enrollment Management, resulting in 30% increase of new student applications 
Improved graduation rates by 4% 
Created K-16 College Pipeline in Brooklyn, resulting in over 2,000 dual college credits awarded  
Secured Carnegie Foundation Grant to develop a Caribbean Educational Consortium 

 
2012 to 2013 Oregon Education Investment Board 

Chief Education Officer 
 

2009 to 2013 University of Southern California, Rossier School of Education 
Clinical Education Professor 

 
2011 to 2012 Revolution Prep: K12 Division 

President 
Built infrastructure and merged technology solutions into the work of mathematics instruction 
and increasing graduation rates within urban school districts 

 
2008 to 2011 Global Partnership Schools 

President 
Built national and international turnaround model with focus on leadership and career pathways 

 
2004 to 2008 Miami-Dade County Public School System (Enrollment: 355,951)  

Superintendent of Schools 
Increased number of Black and Latino students by 15% over two years 
Increased literacy rate for elementary and middle school for three consecutive years 
Established Young Women’s Preparatory Academy in 2006 

 
2001 to 2004 Stupski Foundation, District Reform Initiatives 

 
2000 to 2001 Institute for K-12 Leadership, University of Washington 

Executive Director 
 

1995 to 2000 New York City Public Schools (Enrollment: 1,000,000)  
Chancellor 

 
1993 to 1995 Tacoma School District 10 (Enrollment: 32,000)  

Superintendent of Schools 
 

1989 to 1993 Sacramento City Unified School District (Enrollment: 51,000)  
Superintendent of Schools 

 
1987 to 1989 Sacramento City Unified School District 

 Division of Instruction, Deputy Superintendent 



1985 to 1987 Boston Public School System (Enrollment: 57,000)  
Curriculum and Instruction, Deputy Superintendent 

 
1983 to 1985 Duarte, California (Enrollment: 4,000) 

Instruction/Personnel, Assistant Superintendent 
 

1980 to 1983 Hawthorne High School, Centinela Valley Union, Hawthorne, California (Enrollment: 2,600)  
Principal 

 
1979 to 1980 Unified School District, Inglewood, California (Enrollment: 11,000) 

Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent 
 

1978 to1979 Monroe Junior High School, Unified School District, Inglewood, California (Enrollment: 1,200) 
Principal 

 

1976 to 1978 San Antonio High School, Claremont, California (Enrollment: 300) 
Principal 

 
1975 to 1976 Boston English High School (Enrollment: 2,200) 

 Magnet Programs/Staff Development, Coordinator 

 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
Edwin J. O’Leary Chair in Financial Management, College of Education, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign  
Adjunct Professor, University of Washington Tacoma, Tacoma, WA  
Adjunct Assistant Professor, California State University, Sacramento, CA  
Adjunct Professor, Lesley College, Cambridge, MA 
Adjunct Assistant Professor, California State University, Los Angeles, CA 
Secondary Teacher, Pasadena Alternative School, Pasadena Unified School District, Pasadena, CA 
Secondary Teacher, Worcester Career Opportunity Program, Worcester Public School Department, Worcester, MA 

 
EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH AND AFFILIATIONS 
Carnegie Foundation’s Commission on Mathematics and Science Education, Member  
University of Southern California, Rossier School of Education, Board of Councilors 
National Superintendents Roundtable 
Public Education Network, Board Member 
Economic Policy Institute, Washington, DC 
National Research Council’s Committee on Scientific Principles of Education Research, the National Academies,  
 Center for Education, Washington, DC, Education Task Force Member 
Washington Association of Black School Educators  
American Association of School Administrators 
National Center for Educational Accountability, Broad Prize for Urban Education, Review Board Member 
Professional Personnel Development Working Group, Joint Committee to Develop a Master Plan for Education, California 
 State University Institute for Education Reform, Sacramento, CA 
The College Board Inspiration Awards, Member, Review Panel 
Hispanic Education Technology Service (HETS), Board Member 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
“Education, Spirituality, and Post-Secondary Attainment,” Newark Public Library, 2019 
President’s Forum, Council on International Education Exchange, Annual Conference, Barcelona, 2018 
Keynote Speaker, Collegiate Science Technology Entry Program Conference, Bolton’s Landing, NY, 2017 and 2018 
“Reforming K-12 and Improving College Outcomes by Building a Pipeline to College,” Education Forum, Grenada, 2016 
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SERVICE 
Al Shanker Institute, Board Member  
Public Education Network, Board Member Communities in Schools, Board Member 
eChalk Systems, Board Member 
 TURN/Broad Project, Advisory Board 
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, Board of Trustees 
Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts, Board Member  
 
DEVELOPMENT 
Mount Pisgah Baptist Church, $100,000 Scholarship for Underrepresented students, 2018  
Established Medgar Evers Foundation Board, 2015 
Carnegie Foundation, $ 1.3 Million: Grant to create Entrepreneurial Center, expand Career Services, and fund  

Study Abroad Program, 2014 
Municipal Credit Union (MCU), $100,000: MCU Student Progression Scholarship for juniors/seniors who have depleted 
 their financial aid and/or need additional assistance to matriculate and graduate, 2015 
 
INTERVIEWS 
In conversation with former President of South Africa Kgalema Motlanthe, 2018: https://tinyurl.com/amcyws37 
In conversation with Brooklyn Borough President Eric Adams, 2018: https://tinyurl.com/mry9z2tj 
Why Experiential Learning at Medgar Evers College, 2017: https://tinyurl.com/nhdkmnw4 
 
AWARDS 
Medgar Evers College Community Council “Champion of Change Award” (2017) 
National College Resource Black College Expo “Community Soldier Award” (2017)  
Star Network “King of Kings” (2017) 
Borough of Brooklyn “Brooklyn Leadership Award” (2017) 
Babson College “Achievement Award” (2016) 
Academy for College Prep and Career Exploration “Vision and Commitment Award” (2016) 
New York Academy of Public Education “Appreciation Award” (2015) 
National Superintendent of the Year (2008) 
 Presented by the American Association of School Administrators 
Connect-ED Leadership through Communication (2008) 
 Presented by the NTI Group, AASA, and NSPRA 
Florida Superintendent of the Year (2008)  
 Presented by the Florida Association of District School Superintendents 
Spirit of Excellence Award (2007) 
 Presented by Minority Development and Empowerment, Inc. 
Florida Superintendent’s Volunteer/Community Involvement Award (2007) 
 Presented by the Florida Association of Partners in Education 
Vann Miller Award for Outstanding Educational Administrator (2003) 
 Presented by the Illinois Association of School Administrators 
Living the Dream Award (1997) 
 Presented by New York Governor George Pataki 
Educational Leadership Award (1997) 
 Presented by the New York City Chapter NAACP President 
Outstanding Educator Award (1997) 
 Presented by the Metropolitan Black Bar Association 
Arthur Ashe Leadership Award (1996) 
 Presented by the Arthur Ashe Athletic Association, Inc. 
The Executive Educator 100 (1993) 
 Cited as one of the Top 100 Educators in North America 
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EDUCATION 

University of Massachusetts, Amherst, Massachusetts 
Doctorate of Education, Educational Administration, 1978 

 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst, Massachusetts 
Master of Arts, Urban Education, 1973 

 
Babson College, Wellesley, Massachusetts 
Bachelor of Arts, Management, 1972 

 
PUBLICATIONS 
Only Connect: The Way to Save Our Schools (Farrar, Straus and Giroux), 2007 
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